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Selected Highlights 

 

The following are highlights of some of the data reported in this monograph.  More detail and 

precise figures are found in the report’s text and tables. 
 

• There are 1,309 townships in the state of Ohio.  More than 3.86 million people or 34% of 
Ohio’s total population live in townships (Table 1). 

 

• There is substantial variation of population among Ohio townships.  The average 

population of an Ohio township is 2,947 residents. There are 25 townships with 348 or 
fewer residents (Table 2).  Colerain Township in Hamilton County has 60,144 residents, 
the most of any township in the state.  There are 21 townships in the state with more than 

20,000.   
 

• The number of Ohioans residing in townships has grown from over 2.71 million in 1960 

to over 3.86 million in 2000 (Table 3).  This is a net increase of 1.15 million residents 

during a 40 year period.  During the same time period, Ohioans residing in cities or 
villages grew from 6.99 million to 7.49 million, an increase of just under 500,000. 

 

• From 1990 to 2000, 849 Ohio townships (65 percent of all Ohio townships) grew from 1 

to 499 residents.  During the same time period, 32 townships experienced growth greater 
than 2,500 (Table 6).   

 

• Townships experiencing net population increases greater than 500 people in a decade are 

generally located near Cincinnati-Hamilton, Columbus, or the Cleveland-Akron 

metropolitan areas across all four decades under consideration.  In the 1970s and 1990s, 
this level of population growth was common near these major cities. 

 

• Despite the steady increase in the total population residing in Ohio townships, population 

change has not been uniform across all townships (Table 5).  A large number of Ohio 

townships consistently lost population. In the 1960s and the 1980s, 516 and 557 

townships respectively lost population.  Even during the 1970s, when net population 

growth in townships was the largest of any decade under consideration, 224 townships 

lost population.   
 

• Seven Ohio counties have township populations greater than 100,000, all of which are 

located either in the northeast or southwest regions of the state (Map 16).  In general, the 

counties with the largest number of residents living in townships are part of a 

metropolitan area, such as Columbus, Cincinnati, Dayton-Springfield, Cleveland-Akron, 
Canton, or Toledo. 

 

• The metropolitan area with the largest number of township residents in 2000 is 

Cincinnati-Hamilton with 690,783 township residents (Table 8).  Cleveland Akron has 

the second most township residents, with 476,747 area residents living in township.
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Introduction: 

 

This report focuses on Ohio townships. The focus in this document is on population 

characteristics of townships in 2000, patterns of population change in townships since 1960, and 

comparisons of the number of Ohioans living in townships versus cities and villages.  The goal is 

to better understand townships, at least in terms of population, and identify spatial patterns of 
township population growth. 
 

This is one in a series of reports related to townships1.  Future reports will include data about 
land use; economic and business characteristics; and agriculture.  In addition, a series of 
townships reports (compiled by county) are available in conjunction with this report at the 

following website: http://aede.ag.ohio-state.edu/programs/exurbs/. 
 

 

Notes on Data: 
 

Definitions: 
Three types of general-purpose local governments exist in the state of Ohio: counties, townships, 
and municipalities.  Counties are the major local government subdivision of the state, with all of 
the state’s territory and population contained within one of Ohio’s 88 counties.  Municipalities in 

the state are classified as either a village (population less than 5,000) or city (population 5,000 or 
greater).  Municipalities may adopt laws that are not forbidden or in direct conflict with state 

law.  In contrast, townships are administrative units of state government limited to functions 

specified by state law (although state law in 1991 has permitted some alternative township 

government with limited powers of self-government).  See OSU Extension Bulletin 835-98 

(online at:  ohioline.ag.ohio-state.edu) for additional background information about local 
governments in Ohio.  
 

Sources of Data:  
To analyze township population characteristics, sub-county level data was gathered and 

aggregated from five decennial censuses (1960-2000). Data was summarized into a township 

database that included all townships that existed since 1960 and their 100% population counts 

and land areas. The following section explains the sources of data utilized to create the township 

database.   
 

• Office of Strategic Research. The Ohio Department of Development (2001) 2000 Census 

of Population by age, race and Hispanic origin for Ohio’s governmental units 

• Office of Strategic Research. The Ohio Department of Development (2001) Decennial 
Census of Population for places, 1990 to 2000 

• U.S. Census Bureau. (1990) 1990 Census of Population and Housing 

• Geolytics. (2000) Geolytics CensusCD� 1980: Data derived from the 1980 Census of 
Population and Housing 

• U.S. Census Bureau. (1981) 1980 Census of Population: Volume 1 Characteristics of the 

Population – Number of Inhabitants Ohio: PC80-1-A37. Table 4 

• U.S. Census Bureau. (1967) Area Measurement Reports – Areas and Population of Ohio 

1960: GE-20, No. 37

                                                 

1
 The township data reported in this study represents all persons residing in the unincorporated land in the state and 

does not account for the population residing in villages or cities. 



 

 

 



 

Section 1:  Township Population, 2000 
 

Background:  Table 1 
 

• In 2000, there are 1,309 townships in the state of Ohio.  More than 3.86 million people or 
34% of Ohio’s total population live in townships (Table 1).  There are 698 incorporated 

places in the state classified as villages, with .86 million total residents.  There are 226 

cities with less than 50,000 but more than 5,000 residents, with 3.64 million total 
residents.  There are 19 cities with 50,000 or more residents, or 2.99 million total 
residents.   

 

Largest and Smallest Ohio Townships: Table 2 and Map 2 

 

• There is substantial variation of population in Ohio townships.  The average size of a 

township is 2,947 residents.  Jefferson Township in Guernsey County is the township 

with the smallest population with 94 residents.  There are 25 townships with 348 or fewer 
residents (Table 2).  Colerain Township in Hamilton County has 60,144 residents, the 

most of any township in the state.  There are 21 townships in the state with more than 

20,000.   
 

• Many of the most populated townships are located along the Cincinnati-Hamilton-Dayton 

corridor in the southwestern part of the state (Map 2).  Many of the townships with the 

fewest number of residents are located in the eastern part of Ohio.  
  

Townships by Population Size:  Figures 1 and 2 and Map 3: 
 

• Forty-nine percent of all Ohio townships residents reside in one of the 155 townships  

with 5,000 or more residents (Figures 1 and 2).  Thirty-eight percent of Ohio townships 

(N=506) have less than 1,250 residents, and are home to 11 percent (.41 million) of the 

state’s township population.  There are 417 townships having between 1,250 and 2,499 

residents, with 730,336 total residents, and 231 townships with population of 2,500 to 

4,999 residents and 809,832 total residents. 
 

• The townships with 5,000 or more residents are generally located around the largest 
urban areas of the state, Cincinnati-Hamilton, Cleveland-Akron, Columbus, Dayton-
Springfield, and Toledo (Map 3).  The townships with less than 1,250 residents are 

located primarily in the south and east as well as in the northwest portion of the state.  
Township population generally decreases the greater the distance from one of the state’s 

large urban areas. 
 

Townships by Population Density:  Map 4 
 

• To evaluate population characteristics of Ohio townships, while controlling for land area, 
population density can be studied.  Similar to the spatial pattern of township population 

size in Ohio, high and very high density townships (density greater than 100 and 500 

respectively) are located around the state’s largest urban areas while low density 

townships (less than 50 residents per square mile) are located in the more rural south, 
east, and northwest areas of the state. 



 

Table 1:  2000 Ohio population by township, village, and cities 

 Number Population % of Ohio population 

Townships 1,309 3,860,763 34.0% 

Villages* 698 862,080 7.6% 

Small Cities** 226 3,642,579 32.1% 

Large Cities*** 19 2,987,918 26.3% 

Total Ohio Population   11,353,140  100.0% 

*Villages are incorporated places of 0 to 4,999 residents 

**Small cities are incorporated places of 5,000 to 49,999 residents 

***Large Cities are incorporated places of 50,000 or more residents 

 
 
 
Table 2:  25 Most and Least Populated Ohio Townships (2000) 
 Most Populated Least Populated 

Rank Township County Pop.  Township County Pop. 
1 Colerain Hamilton 60,144  Jefferson Guernsey 94 

2 Green Hamilton 55,660  Manchester Adams 98 

3 Union Butler 52,669  Brookfield Noble 119 

4 Anderson Hamilton 43,857  Chagrin Falls Cuyahoga 135 

5 Boardman Mahoning 42,518  Manchester Morgan 141 

6 Union Clermont 42,332  Meigs Muskingum 173 

7 Austintown Ashtabula 38,001  Athens Harrison 178 

8 Springfield Hamilton 37,587  Jefferson Noble 183 

9 Jackson Montgomery 37,484  Bristol Morgan 207 

10 Miami Lucas 36,632  Marlboro Delaware 227 

11 Plain Stark 35,543  Aurelius Washington 239 

12 Delhi Hamilton 30,104  Washington Lawrence 250 

13 Washington Montgomery 29,967  Clay Muskingum 273 

14 Perry Stark 29,167  Brown Vinton 281 

15 Miami Montgomery 25,706  Elk Noble 305 

16 Sylvania Lucas 25,583  Archer Harrison 306 

17 Deerfield Warren 25,515  Madison Vinton 307 

18 Harrison Montgomery 24,303  Salt Rock Marion 311 

19 Lake Stark 23,718  Marseilles Wyandot 322 

20 Springfield Lucas 22,817  Ludlow Washington 330 

21 Liberty Butler 22,005  Cadiz Harrison 331 

22 Sycamore Hamilton 19,675  Coal Perry 332 

23 Howland Trumbull 17,546  Stokes Madison 341 

24 Prairie Franklin 17,058  Tiverton Coshocton 348 

25 Violet Fairfield 16,893  Wayne Monroe 348 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1:
Number of Townships by Township Size Category: 2000
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Figure 2:
Population of Townships by Township Size Category: 2000
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Section 2:  Ohio population by township, village, and city, 1960-2000 
 

Aggregate Population and Change by Type of Place: Tables 3 and 4 
 

• The number of Ohioans residing in townships has grown from over 2.71 million in 1960 

to over 3.86 million (Table 3).  This is a net increase of 1.15 million residents during a 

forty-year period.  During the same time period, Ohioans residing in cities or villages 

grew from 6.99 million to 7.49 million, an increase of just under half a million. 
 

• Population growth in townships, cities and villages has not been uniform across decades.  
Township population consistently increased across all four decades, with the largest net 
increase occurring in the 1960s and 1970s (increases of 330,561 and 444,330 residents, 
respectively) and the lowest net growth occurring in the 1980s (increase of 126,524 

residents).  Percent increase of people living in townships was over 12 percent during 

both the 1960 and 1970s, falling to 3.5 percent in the 1980s and increasing to 6.8 percent 
during the 1990s. 

 

• The pattern of net population change in cities and villages during this forty-year period is 

quite different.  During the 1960s, the net population residing in cities and villages 

increased to over 620,000 residents, nearly twice the net growth of townships.  In the 

1970s and 1980s there was a net decrease in Ohio’s population residing in cities and 

villages.  In the 1970s, the decrease was just over 304,000, a four percent decline.  Ohio 

as a whole would have experienced a population decline during the 1970s if not for 
population growth in the townships exceeding population loss in cities and villages.  Net 
population loss in cities and villages during the1980s was 77,039 residents, or 1.1 percent 
decline.  In the 1990s, net city and village population growth exceeded township growth 

slightly, with a net increase of 260,437 residents or 3.6 percent. 
 

Population by Size of Place and Township, 1960-2000:  Figure 3 
 

• The pattern of population change within cities and villages when examined by size of 
place reveals a distinct pattern.  The population residing in the state’s largest cities 

(greater than 50,000 residents in 2000), fell from 3.58 million in 1970 to 3.15 million in 

1980.  Since 1980, a slight decline has continued, resulting in less than 3 million living in 

the state’s largest cities.  In the smaller cities with population’s between 5,000 and 

50,000, there has been a steady increase from 2.62 million in 1960 to 3.64 million people 

in 2000.  The pattern of population growth in these small cities is consistent with the 

population growth in townships.  Ohio population residing in villages has remained fairly 

constant since 1970 with between .82 and .86 million residents. 



 

Table 3: Aggregate Population of Townships, Cities, and Villages, 1960-2000 

 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 

Townships 2,713,670 3,044,231 3,488,561 3,615,175 3,860,763 

Cities & Villages 6,992,727 7,613,192 7,309,069 7,231,940 7,492,377 

State 9,706,397 10,657,423 10,797,630 10,847,115 11,353,140 

 

 

Table 4:  Population Change in Townships, Cities, and Villages by Decade 

 ∆1960-70 ∆1970-80 ∆1980-90 ∆1990-2000 

 Net Population Change 

Townships 330,561 444,330 126,524 245,588 

Cities & Villages 620,465 -304,123 -77,039 260,437 

State 951,026 140,207 49,485 506,025 

  

Percent Population Change 

Townships 12.2 12.7 3.5 6.8 

Cities & Villages 8.9 -4.0 -1.1 3.6 

State 9.8 1.3 0.5 4.7 

 

 

      

 



 

Figure 3: Population of Ohio Townships, Villages and Cities 1960-2000 
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Section 3:  Population change in Ohio townships, 1960-2000 
 

Townships by population percent population growth, 1960 to 2000:  Table 5, Maps 5 thru 8 
 

• Despite the steady increase in the total population residing in Ohio townships, population 

change has not been uniform across all townships (Table 5).  A large number of Ohio 

townships that have consistently lost population between 1960 and 2000.  In the 1960s 

and the 1980s, 516 and 557 townships respectively lost population.  Even during the 

1970s, when net population growth in townships was the largest of any decade under 
consideration, 224 townships lost population.   

 

• From 1990 to 2000, 446 townships grew from zero to nine percent.  Thirty-nine 

townships experienced growth greater than 50 percent.  In the 1960s and 1970, two to 

three times as many townships experienced growth in excess of 50 percent (78 in the 

1960’s and 116 in the 1970’s). 
 

• During the 1960s (Map 5), township population growth tended to be highest around the 

Cleveland-Akron, Columbus, Cincinnati-Hamilton, and Dayton-Springfield Metropolitan 

Areas.  Population loss occurred in townships throughout the state, with the largest 
number of townships with losses found in the south, east, and northwest parts of the state.  
The spatial pattern of population loss during the 1970s (Map 6) reflects widespread 

population growth throughout the state, although, there were pockets of population loss. 
 

• In the 1980s, population losses occurred throughout the state, with a large number of 
townships with population loss located in the west central portion of the state and in areas 

of the northwest (Map 7).  In the 1990s, population loss persisted in some parts of the 

northwest and east, but modest to high population gains occurred in many townships 

along the Interstate 71 corridor between Cleveland and Cincinnati, with substantial 
growth occurring in townships east of Cincinnati and south of Cleveland (Map 8) 

 
Townships by net population change categories, 1960 to 2000:  Table 6, Maps 9 thru 12 
 

• Simply focusing on percent population change can overstate the level of growth 

occurring in Ohio townships as small net changes in a township’s population can result in 

substantial percentage changes if the township is relatively small initially.  Across all four 
decades from 1960 to 2000, the most common level of change was an increase of 1 to 

499 residents in a township (Table 6).  In the 1990s, 849 Ohio townships (65 percent of 
all townships) experienced growth of between 1 and 499 residents.  During the same time 

period, 32 townships experienced growth greater than 2,500.   
 

• Townships experiencing net population increases greater than 500 are consistently 

located near Cincinnati, Columbus, or the Cleveland-Akron metropolitan areas across all 
four decades.  In the 1970s and 1990s, this level of population growth was quite common 

near these major cities. 
 



 

 
 
 
Townships by Population Density Categories, 1960 to 2000:  Table 7, Maps 13 thru 15 
 

• One result of net or percent township population growth is steadily increasing population 

densities of Ohio townships throughout the state.  In the 1960s, most Ohio townships 

(884 of 1330 townships) had population densities of less than 50 persons per square mile 

(Table 7). In the 1960s, medium and higher density townships, with more than 50 people 

per square miles, were primarily located in the Cleveland-Akron region and the 

Cincinnati to Dayton corridor (Map 13). 
 

• By 1980, population growth resulted in an increased number of townships with high 

density; in 1960 there were 209 townships with density greater than 100 persons per 
square mile and in 1980 there were 297.  There was an increase in higher density 

townships in both the northeast and southwest areas of the state, but also an increase in 

township density in central Ohio (Map 14).  By the 1990s, there were 348 Ohio 

townships with population density greater than 100 residents and a continuation of the 

trend of higher density townships around the major urban areas and along the 

transportation corridors emanating from them (Map 15). 



 

Table 5:  Townships categorized by growth rates (% change), 1960 to 2000 

Category 1960-1970 1970-1980 1980-1990 1990-2000 

 # of Townships 

Increase 50% or more 78 116 13 39 

Increase 25% to 49% 135 328 47 135 

Increase 10% to 24% 285 395 249 375 

Increase 0% to 9% 316 257 452 446 

Population Loss 516 224 557 319 

Total: 1330 1320 1318 1313 

 

 

 

Table 6: Townships categorized by net population change, 1960 to 2000 

Category 1960-1970 1970-1980 1980-1990 1990-2000 

 # of Townships 

Increase 2,500 or more 42 34 19 32 

Increase 500 to 2,499 157 258 62 113 

Increase 1 to 499 615 804 677 849 

Population Loss: 516 224 557 319 

Total: 1330 1320 1318 1313 

 

 

 

Table 7:  Townships categorized by population density  
(Persons per square mile), 1960,1980 and 2000 

Category 1960 1980 2000 

Persons per square mile # of Townships 

More than 500  33 60 61 

100 to 500 176 237 287 

50 to 99 237 328 363 

Less than 50 884 693 598 

Total 1330 1318 1313 

 



 

  

 

 



 

  

 

 



 

  

 



 

 

  

 



 

 



Section 4:  Townships Population by County and Metropolitan Area 
 

Township Population by County, Map 16 & Map 17 
 

• Seven Ohio counties have township populations greater than 100,000, all of which are 

located either in the northeast or southwest regions of the state (Map 16).  In general, the 

counties with the largest number of residents living in townships are part of a 

metropolitan area, such as Columbus, Cincinnati, Dayton-Springfield, Cleveland-Akron, 
Canton, or Toledo (see Map 18 to identify Ohio metropolitan areas and associated 

counties). 
 

• In terms of proportion of total population residing in townships, there are 14 Ohio 

counties in which over 70 percent of the population resides in townships (Map 17).  
These counties are primarily located along the southwest portion of the state.  Many of 
the counties with the lowest proportion of residents living in townships are the counties 

that contain a large city, such as the case in Cuyahoga County (city of Cleveland) or 
Franklin County (city of Columbus). 

 

Townships Population, Metro versus Nonmetro, Map 18, Figure 4 & 5 
 

• The metropolitan and nonmetropolitan status of counties is a common contrast to identify 

the effect of proximity to a large city.  Metropolitan areas are defined as counties 

containing a city of 50,000 or more residents and those counties closely tied to the large 

city through commuting patterns or the presence of some portion of the core cities 

urbanized area within the county.  In Ohio there are 15 metropolitan areas, encompassing 

39 counties.  Map 18 identifies the metropolitan areas and the associated counties. 
 

• Since 1960, there has consistently been a large proportion of Ohio’s township population 

residing in one of the 39 counties currently defined as metropolitan (Figure 4).  Over this 

forty-year period, these 39 counties have experienced an increase of 806,933 township 

residents, while the nonmetropolitan counties had an increase of 340,160 residents in 

townships. 
 

• The rate of growth in metropolitan versus nonmetropolitan township population has 

varied across the 1960 to 2000 time period (Figure 5).  During the 1960s and 1980s, 
metropolitan township population increased at a higher rate than did nonmetropolitan 

township population.  In the 1970s and 1990s, nonmetropolitan township population 

grew faster than metropolitan township population.   
 

• Across all time periods, population growth rates of metropolitan townships have 

exceeded the growth rate of the cities and villages in metropolitan areas (Figure 5).  In 

the 1970’s the difference was the greatest, with metropolitan township population 

growing 12.1 percent while there was a population decrease 0.3 percent in metropolitan 

cities and villages.  In the most recent time period, metropolitan township population 

grew 5.9 percent while metropolitan city and village population grew 4.4 percent. 



 

Township Population by Metropolitan Area, Table 8 and Map 19 
 

• The Ohio metropolitan area with the largest proportion of population residing in 

townships2
 is the Youngstown-Warren metropolitan area, with 53 percent of the 

population residing in townships (Map 19).  Canton-Massillon with 52.9 percent of its 

population residing in townships, Lima with 45.3 percent of its population residing in 

townships, and the Ohio portion of the Cincinnati-Hamilton metropolitan area with 44.4 

percent of its population residing in townships are also metropolitan areas with a 

substantial proportion of persons living in townships. 
 

• The Ohio metropolitan area with the largest number of township residents in 2000 is 

Cincinnati-Hamilton with 690,783 township residents (Table 8).  Cleveland-Akron has 

the second most township residents, with 476,747 township residents.  Generally, all 
metropolitan areas have experienced increases in the number of township residents since 

1960. Dayton-Springfield and Toledo are exceptions, with modest net losses for the time 

period (although from 1990 to 2000, the decline of 45,940 township residents in Dayton-
Springfield is substantial). 

                                                 

2
 Steubenville-Weirton, Wheeling, Parkersburg-Marietta, and Huntington-Ashland metropolitan areas are all only 

partially contained in the state of Ohio and none of the central cities of these metropolitan areas are located in the 

state either.  Thus a high proportion of percent township population in these metropolitan areas is the result of the 

core urban areas not being included in the computation, as the core is located in other states. 



  

 



 



 

Figure 4: Metro and Non Metro Township Population 1960-2000
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Figure 5: Population Growth Rates 1960 to 2000: 
Metro City &Village Population, Non-Metro City & Village Population, Metro Township Population, 

and Non-Metro Township Population  
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Table 8: Township Population within Metropolitan Areas  

 Population: 
Metro Area: 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 

Canton-Massillon 147,491 174,571 202,802 202,509 215,136 

Cincinnati-Hamilton* 323,010 471,307 531,117 598,078 690,783 

Cleveland-Akron 352,205 388,760 448,854 456,869 476,747 

Columbus 200,275 237,514 281,075 293,751 327,078 

Dayton-Springfield 266,924 296,165 282,212 293,028 247,088 

Huntington-Ashland* 32,168 33,359 39,974 40,519 43,270 

Lima 56,097 56,913 64,312 64,939 70,185 

Mansfield 46,354 68,316 71,224 68,595 70,795 

Parkersburg-Marietta* 26,057 29,550 36,829 37,048 38,898 

Steubenville-Weirton* 34,389 32,795 35,545 33,105 32,945 

Toledo 147,647 93,718 115,012 126,718 139,344 

Wheeling* 37,012 35,845 40,040 34,967 36,513 

Youngstown-Warren 227,425 275,257 309,711 303,889 315,205 

Total Metro Township 

Population: 
1,897,054 2,194,070 2,458,707 2,554,015 2,703,987 

Total Non Metro 

Township Population: 
816,616 850,161 1,029,854 1,061,160 1,156,776 

*Data reflects only Ohio Population of Metropolitan Area, excludes non-Ohio 

portion of Metropolitan Population 



 

Section 5:  Concluding Observations 
 

This reports outlines some of the population changes occurring outside of Ohio’s villages and 

cities.  For a variety of reasons, ranging from availability of data to reliance on other contrasts 

such as rural versus urban, analysis of township demographic, social and economic change is not 
common.  The data and analysis summarized in this report reveal that townships are home to 

over 34% of the State of Ohio’s population, and that this proportion as well as the total number 
of township residents has been steadily growing since at least 1960.  This report’s analysis also 

reveals that there is great diversity within the state in terms of the number of residents within a 

township, the rates of growth across the last forty years, and the population density of townships.  
Spatial representation of some of these changes show that townships experiencing losses and/or 
having low population density are generally located in the northwestern, southern and eastern 

portions of the state.  The townships with the most residents, the fastest population growth rates, 
and the highest density are primarily located around the largest urban areas (Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, and Columbus) or near the I-71 corridor linking them together. 
 

These descriptive, spatial and historic population trends raise a number of important policy and 

community questions that require further consideration. 
 

• The increased interest in land-use and farmland preservation issues in the state of Ohio 

are clearly justified based on the population growth patterns identified in this report.  One 

challenge, if current population growth patterns persist, is the need for townships and 

counties further from the urban edge to take land-use and farmland issues seriously.  
Between 1960s and 2000, the population density of townships even further away from the 

urban edge have steadily increased.  This requires that not only those areas immediately 

adjacent to an urban area examine land-use issues, but areas much further away must do 

so also. 
• An issue of local government capacity that must also be noted.  Ohio’s townships are 

growing and the capacity of local government to manage some of this growth in a fashion 

that preserves the rural character and meets the service needs of new residents is a 

question that requires additional research.  Many of the larger townships have strong 

local capacity, but many townships likely do not have the same capacity, despite an 

increasing demand for planning or service provision. 
• Relative to cities and villages, townships are an increasingly important settlement area.  

The pattern of steady township growth, despite annexation of township land and people 

by municipalities is quite remarkable.  Regional efforts to plan and manage growth are 

increasingly going to have to include townships in these efforts, as a growing and 

substantial portion of the regional populations are located in townships. 
• The pattern of township population growth in proximity to urban areas raises some 

interesting questions about why Ohioans are choosing to settle in townships versus cities 

and villages.  There is a need to move beyond the simple population data analyzed in this 

report and understand the individual preferences and local policies that are resulting in 

township population growth. 
• Another social question pertains to the emergence of community in townships.  Much 

community research and policy work relates to incorporated places with the township 

areas surrounding the village or city often being lumped in with the incorporated place as 



 

part of the same community.  The pattern of more Ohioans choosing to live in townships 

coupled with the increased density of these townships raises questions about what is the 

community in these areas and is it appropriate to link the unincorporated open spaces of 
an area with the nearby village or city.  This question is an important one, because for 
townships or any type of community to collectively address local issues and problems 

there may be a need for a shared sense of place and related social organizational capacity 

to bring people together to act.  Research identifying what the primary social 
organizations in townships, besides township government, is needed.  A related question 

is simply whether citizens in townships know one another and do they have the capacity 

to come together and address collective problems or work for community improvement.  
Often incorporated places have local service organizations or business organizations, 
such as the Chamber of Commerce, that provide leadership in local improvement efforts.  
What are the equivalents in townships and what might be done to develop these 

equivalents? 



 

Appendix A: Townships Abolished Since 1960 
 

 

Townships Dissolved, Completely Annexed or Abolished Since 
1960 

Township: County: Pop. In Last Census 

Before Abolishment 
1960-1970 

Kelleys Island Erie 171 

Kirtland Lake 4,867 

Mentor Lake 17,423 

Timberlake Lake 670 

Waite Hill Lake 360 

Black River Lorain 853 

Adams Lucas 22,449 

Streetsboro Portage 5,767 

Macedonia Summit 4,060 

Ross Wood 3,660 

1970-1980 

Wayne Montgomery 9,032 

Lordstown Trumbull 2,472 

1980-1990 

Riveredge Cuyahoga 477 

Northampton Summit 6,636 

1990-2000 

Warrensville Cuyahoga 1,934 

Lima Licking 4,398 

Mad River Montgomery 23,777 

Madison Montgomery 20,605 

Randolph Montgomery 12,848 

Green Summit 15,626 

Hudson Summit 11,969 

 



 

Appendix B: Additional Notes on Data 
 

Calculating Township Population: 
• Township data is derived from extracting “place remainder” data from the census bureau. 

Place remainder data is a very detailed level of geography and includes data for those 

persons residing in the township area.  Persons living in cities and villages are not 
contained in this data. In summary, the township data reported in this report represents all 
demographic and population attributes of persons residing in the unincorporated land in 

the state and does not account for the population residing in a village or city. Place 

remainder data is more detailed than the traditional MCD (minor civil divisions) level of 
geography often used by the Census Bureau. Often MCD level geography does not 
disaggregate population residing in villages or cities from population living in townships, 
thus MCD level data is not an accurate representation of population residing in 

unincorporated areas.  MCD level data will not match the township totals presented in 

this report.  
 

• Census Designated Places or CDPs are concentrations of population or economic activity 

not within a city or village. The Census Bureau separates these place from township 

population counts. Because Census Designated Places do represent township population 

and are not affiliated with any city or village, these population counts were recalculated 

back into the township population totals according to the township(s) within which the 

CDP existed.  
 

• Due to discrepancies in the hard copy census records utilized to produce 1960 and 1970 

township data it was necessary to estimate some township population counts. The 

estimation method may introduce a slight error for a few 1970 township data presented in 

this report. Problems also arose due to the discovery of some incorrect data for township 

population within the printed documents. Township population for 1970 in some cases 

was computed by determining the percentage of the minor civil division population living 

in townships in 1960 and multiplying this percentage by the minor civil division 

population in 1970 to estimate population residing in the townships. This method was 

used to estimate 1970 population totals for 13 townships.  
 

• Population totals presented in the report represent 100% count data from the U.S. Census 

Bureau. The 100% count totals are derived directly from questionnaire responses from 

the decennial census and are not adjusted for any sampling error. Thus, the data presented 

in this report may not match sample population counts (population counts with sampling 

error adjustments) released by the Census Bureau. 
 

• Impacts of annexation on population loss are not distinguished in this report. Due to 

annexation activity (especially in metropolitan areas) many townships are geographically 

smaller in more recent decades.  Annexation activity may result in unusually high 

population losses between census periods for a small number of townships.  Future 

research related to this project may attempt to investigate population gains and losses 

associated with annexation, but such an undertaking is currently beyond the scope of this 

project.  



 

 

• Some townships that existed in 1960 have been abolished or dissolved over time. A total 
of 21 townships have been dissolved or abolished since 1960. These townships, their 
geographic location and population count recorded in the decennial census before their 
abolishment is listed in Appendix A. 

 

Calculating Township Population Density: 
Population Density for Townships was calculated by dividing land area by population counts for 
all Ohio townships. The following list describes methods utilized to calculate land area for 
townships in each decennial census year. All area measurements were calculated in square miles. 
 

• 1960 Land Area:  Area Measurement Report – Areas of Ohio 1960. U.S. Census Bureau.  
• 1970 Land Area: Estimated by calculating the mean value of 1960-township land area 

and 1980 township land area.  
• 1980 Land Area: Geolytics CensusCD 1980�.   1980 area measurements were calculated 

in a GIS using boundary files from Geolytic’s CensusCD 1980�. Townships areas were 

created by overlaying minor civil division boundaries with place boundaries. After 
overlaying place boundaries, all residual minor civil division land was identified as 

township area. Area calculations were performed after creating township boundaries.  
• 1990 Land Area: 1990 Census of Population, Summary Population and Housing 

Characteristics, Ohio. 
• 2000 Land Area: Calculated utilizing a Geographic Information System and 2000 Census 

Tiger Files. Townships areas were created by overlaying minor civil division boundaries 

with place boundaries. After overlaying place boundaries, all residual minor civil division 

land was identified as township area. Area calculations were performed after creating 

township boundaries. 


