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These changes in dairy farm number and size argstent with general structural changes
brought about by agricultural industrialization.rétent decades, there has been a general desrease
farm numbers, accompanied by increasing farm siz@ss animal commodities (Albrecht 1997; Welsh
1996; Reynnells 2004). Nationwide, from 1982 to2afbe number of farms with milk cows decreased
by 67%, beef cattle decreased by 17%, and hogé%y Ih this same period, animal inventories
experienced considerably slower change: inventafiesiry cows decreased by 25%, beef decreased
by only 2.5%, and hogs increased by 9%. The brbilsiness has experienced agricultural restrugurin
in a slightly different way than the large-animadiustries, with a 6% increase in the number ofi&roi
farms and a 150% increase in broiler chicken inmees (see Table 2).
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% The “urbanized areas” is a U.S. Census definiind refers to the entire urban concentration tigltide a ‘principal’ or
‘core’ city (cities) and any surrounding suburbshaa continuous high density (1,000 persons/sqome and a total
population of at least 50,000.
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In 2005, Ohio’s cows produced 4.7 billion poundsmitk, for an average per cow yield of
17,567 pounds. This puts Ohio eleventh in natidewnilk production for the year (USDA NASS
2007). Although the number of dairy cows in Ohas lidecreased, production has increased. In 1965,
half a million cows produced 5.2 billion poundsnafk per year, compared with only the number of
cows producing almost as much milk today (see T@pleMilk yields per cow are associated with the
use of new production technologies and managentetégies (OSU 2003) likely associated with the
overall trend toward dairy industrialization, prinathe concentration of dairy herds (Jackson-&mit
and Buttel 1998).
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Number of Milk, Ib/year Ave Pounds of Milk

Year Cows (billion) per Cow, 1000
1965 555,000 5.20 9.37
1970 446,000 4.42 9.91
1975 400,000 4.26 10.65
1980 375,000 4.31 11.49
1985 369,000 4.87 13.20
1990 339,000 4.67 13.77
1995 289,000 4.60 15.92
2000 258,000 4.46 17.29
2005 266,000 4.74 17.83
2007 274,000 -- --

Source: Ohio Department of Agriculture Ohio HistatiStatistics and Profile of Ohio Agriculture, iars years

Table 6: Ohio Cow Inventories and Milk Productiorl965-2007
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Table 8: Ohio Cheese and Ice Cream Production 2005
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USEPA. 2005. “2004 Dairy Disaster Assistance PayrReogram” Accessed April 29, 2008:
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-IMPACT/2005/SeptaanDay-26/i19127.htm
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